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Circular Ref: 2012/0051 

Date: 19, July 2012 

 

Club reminds members for proper securing and packaging of 

Dangerous Goods 

 

Recently, a shipment of bagged Sulphur (UN4.1 flammable solid, UN 1350) in over 100 

containers shipped from St. Petersburg, Russia and thereafter transshipped to Hamburg, were 

found improperly secured and packaged by the Port States Control Authorities. Re-packaging 

according to IMDG Code for the whole shipment was requested. 

 

Certainly, appropriate packaging is vital in safely transporting dangerous goods. The IMDG 

Code is based on the philosophy that securely contained dangerous good pose little, or acceptable 

risk, during transport. The Code covers matters such as packing, labeling, stowage, segregation 

and handling, and emergency response. If dangerous cargoes are in Cargo Transport Unit, 

IMO/ILO/UN ECE Guidelines for Packing of Cargo Transport Unit (CTUs) has to be referred. 

 

Consequently, improper securing and packaging of cargo would cause substantial outcomes such 

as damage to ships and other cargoes. P&I Clubs have guidebooks which provide basic safety 

guidance for parties engaged in all the stages of preparing dangerous goods for carriage by sea. 

 

Source of Information: UK P&I Club 
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