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The UK safety publication Code of Safe Working Practices for Merchant Seafarers (COSWP) has 

been amended. 

 

COSWP has long provided invaluable guidance on safe working onboard vessels. Published by the UK 

Maritime and Coastguard Agency (MCA), it includes many elements of best practice. 

 

The most recent amended version was released in December 2017 and is available for free download 

at: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/code-of-safe-working-practices-for-merchant-seafarers 

 

The MCA Marine Information Note MIN 561(M) outlines the amendments, which include new guidance 

on sunglasses for seafarers, the risk from sharps, emergency drills and lifting plant operations.  

 

The Note can be read here: 

 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/min-561-code-of-safe-working-practices-amendment-2017 

 

Although primarily published for seafarers on UK flagged vessels, COSWP is an excellent reference for 

all seafarers regardless of location and nationality and North encourages its use in the industry. 

 

Source of Information: North of England P&I Club  
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