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Compliance with the Ministry of Primary Industries (MPI) “Biofouling on Vessel Arriving to New 

Zealand - Craft Risk Management Standard (CRMS)” became mandatory on 15th May 2018, which 

requires all vessels arriving in New Zealand to have a clean hull to prevent the introduction of unwanted 

organisms. 

 

Vessels are required to provide evidence of compliance with the regulatory requirements prior to arrival, 

as well as conducting continued maintenance using best practices as contained in IMO biofouling 

guidelines. 

 

Vessels considered by the MPI to have excessive biofouling affecting their hull, including more difficult 

to clean “niche” areas (sea chests / thruster gratings and tunnels / spectacle frames / azipods etc.), can be 

ordered to leave the country’s territorial waters for hull cleaning. However, it has been made clear that 

cleaning just outside the 12’ limit of territorial waters will be viewed in a very poor light by the MPI. 

 

The Club’s Correspondents in Auckland, P&I Services, have published three circulars containing general 

guidance on the MPI’s requirements and expectations: 

 

 New Zealand - Craft Risk Management Standard - P&I Services Circular No.1 

 New Zealand - Craft Risk Management Standard - P&I Services Circular No.2 

 New Zealand - Craft Risk Management Standard - P&I Services Circular No.3 

 

Full details on the biofouling regulatory requirements can be found on the MPI’s website: 

 

 Biofouling on Vessel Arriving to New Zealand - Craft Risk Management Standard (CRMS) 

 Biofouling management 

 

To date, the MPI has strictly implemented the requirements, and have not been open to any negotiation. 

Further, neighbouring jurisdictions have apparently been unwilling to allow cleaning of the hulls of ships 

that have been ordered to leave New Zealand waters. In one case a vessel ended up having her hull 

cleaned, at great expense, off Fiji. 

 

Source of Information: West of England P&I Club  
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http://www.imo.org/en/OurWork/Environment/Biofouling/Documents/RESOLUTION%20MEPC.207%5b62%5d.pdf
http://www.imo.org/en/OurWork/Environment/Biofouling/Documents/RESOLUTION%20MEPC.207%5b62%5d.pdf
https://www.westpandi.com/globalassets/news/new-zealand---craft-risk-management-standard---pandi-services-circular-no-1.pdf
https://www.westpandi.com/globalassets/news/new-zealand---craft-risk-management-standard---pandi-services-circular-no-2.pdf
https://www.westpandi.com/globalassets/news/new-zealand---craft-risk-management-standard---pandi-services-circular-no-3.pdf
http://www.mpi.govt.nz/document-vault/11668
http://www.mpi.govt.nz/importing/border-clearance/vessels/biofouling-management/
http://www.andrewliu.com.hk/

